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What he rather confusingly calls truth, and
wishes to reduce to a pragmatic function, is
Jiot this underlying truth, the sum of all true
Appositions, but merely the abstract quality
*vhich all true propositions must have in
common, to be called true. By truth he
means only correctness. The possibility of
correctness in an idea is a great puzzle to
him, on account of his idealism, which
identifies ideas with their objects ; and he
asks himself how an idea can ever come to
be correct or incorrect, as if it referred to
something beyond itself.

The fact is, of course, that an idea can
be correct or incorrect only if by the word
idea we mean not a datum but an opinion;
and the abstract relation of correctness, by
virtue of which any opinion is true, is easily
stated. An opinion is true if what it is
talking about is constituted as the opinion
asserts it to be constituted. To test this
correctness may be difficult or even impossible
in particular cases; in the end we may be
reduced to believing on instinct that our
fundamental opinions af e true ; for instance,
that we are living through time, and that *
the past and future are not, as a consistent